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provided more yarn and better yarn for the weaver. The
use of the carding-machine also Increased the earnings of the
carding workers, and the mule, which was at first extensively
used in the cottages, Increased the output of the spinners.
Wages on the whole were above those of agricultural workers, Wages
and though agricultural wages Increased between 1780 and
1800, wages In Industry increased even more.1 The wages
of weavers in Oldknow's mills Increased about 50 per cent,
per loom between 1784 and 1787, and though they did not
increase markedly after 1788, family earnings rose because
employment was more regular.2 But there were also periods
of acute depression. The development of the several pro-
cesses was uneven, and the shortage of yarn between the
invention of the fly shuttle and the introduction of the
spinning jenny tended to raise the wages of spinners and to
reduce the earnings of weavers. When spinners were pro-
ducing more yarn than the weavers could use, before the
Introduction of the power loom, the wages of spinners fell.
For instance, women spinners who were earning lod. to I5d.
per day in 1764, earned 3d. to 5d. In 1780, and men's wages
fell from ijd. to iod.3 To reduce costs of production
employers often had recourse to sharp practice; the cotton
workers of Bolton and Bury complained In 1792 that the
manufacturers had changed the fineness of yarn without
raising the wages of the spinner, and In 1799 the weavers
complained that a weaver who In 1792 made a piece 44 yards
long for 22S., was then making a piece of 60 yards long for us.4
Conditions grew worse as mills, driven by steam-power* were
established, and the hand-workers were obliged to compete
with the machines. Complaints of unemployment among
the weavers became more common after the end of the
eighteenth century. \
I The expansion of the cotton industry was punctuated
by periods of intense depression.   This was caused partly
by overproduction, partly by the restriction of markets by
war-time interference and very largely by currency troubles. •
In times of depression, however, it was the domestic workers
1 Mantouac, op. cit., p. 431.       2 E.H.R., vol. xxxvii,, p. 218,
3 Mantoux, op. rit*, p. 414.       * Ibid,, pp. 453 and 454.

